
 

April 9, 2020 

Dr. Haili He 
Elsevier Beijing Ltd. (China) 
 
Dear Dr. Haili He, 
 
Congratulations on the success of Elsevier’s economics journals in Asia.  The China Economic Review, the 
Journal of the Japanese and International Economies, Japan and the World Economy, and the Journal of 
Asian Economics are invaluable to researchers throughout the region. 
 
A key reason for their success is the quality of the editors.  Researchers submitting papers and 
refereeing for these journals appreciate the care that the editors provide to the submissions.  Dr. Calla 
Wiemer stands out in this regard.  She chooses competent reviewers, makes considered judgments, and 
carefully directs authors about how to revise their papers.  An editor like this is worth her weight in gold. 
 
Authors flock to journals with capable editors.  This is a key reason why the Journal of Asian Economics 
under Dr. Wiemer’s stewardship has climbed in the RePEc rankings and been included in the Social 
Science Citation Index. 
 
Prof. Wiemer is also entrepreneurial.  She organizes sessions at the Allied Social Sciences Association 
Meetings, special issues, and other events that benefit the Journal of Asian Economics.   For all these 
activities, she maintains strict quality control so that only deserving papers get published.  
 
We all face many difficult decisions in life.  Extending Prof. Wiemer’s contract for three years should not 
be one of these. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Willem Thorbecke 
Senior Fellow, Research Institute of Economy, Trade and Industry 
Fellow, Kennedy School, Harvard University    
 

 

 


